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HEALTH — ABORTIONS 
DEPARTMENT FOR CHILD PROTECTION AND FAMILY SUPPORT — EMMA WHITE 

Statement 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [5.50 pm]: I thank Hon Martin Pritchard for the indulgence. I rise 
to speak to the statement I made last week in which I expressed my concerns about question time. I want to take 
that up, particularly given an undertaking provided by the Leader of the House. It had not been my intention to go 
back to the issues raised by the parliamentary secretary to the Minister for Health, but given her unwise statement 
moments ago, I will briefly say this: the parliamentary secretary is skating on ultra-thin ice. The reason for that is 
that unlike last week when I was happy to give her the benefit of the doubt and recognise that she has no other 
option but to read to the house the information provided to her, what she does not understand—I am letting her 
know now—is that I have seen the data. It is absolutely absurd to tell me that the data does not exist and then make 
a statement here today somehow impugning my integrity. I ask the parliamentary secretary that before she makes 
unwise statements in this place in the future to ensure that she has done her research properly. When she read word 
for word the statement earlier this evening, no doubt it was provided to her with the benefit of advice from the 
department. Again, I am happy to give her the benefit of the doubt and acknowledge that she is relying on the 
information provided to her. Member, the information that has been provided to you is factually incorrect! 

The reason I had not intended to raise that today is that, in fairness to the parliamentary secretary and her minister, 
they provided me with a letter on Monday this week, and to some extent it was helpful. I was happy to leave the 
matter well enough alone. I have lodged a question on notice and I will wait for the answer to be provided. What 
I will not tolerate is the tripe that has been delivered by the parliamentary secretary. I am going to leave it there. 

I do need to pick up on an undertaking provided by the Leader of the House last week. I asked and raised a problem 
with the answers provided on Emma White’s dismissal—termination. I am reading from the uncorrected Hansard 
of last week, in which Hon Sue Ellery said — 

By interjection, I will take up the issues you raised. I did not catch up on what you said yesterday. I’m 
sorry about that, but I will. 

I have been waiting all week. After question time, Madam President, you ask ministers if they have any other 
information, answers and so on. I thought that it might have happened on Tuesday; it did not. It did not happen on 
Wednesday and I thought maybe it would happen today. It has not happened. I understand, and I have said it a few 
times, that the Leader of the House has a very substantial job. Ordinarily, as I have said a few other times, she is 
very conscientious in these matters. I am sufficiently annoyed by the parliamentary secretary’s contribution earlier 
that I am going to leave it at that and just ask if the Leader of the House could follow that up again before we 
return on the next occasion. I am grateful that she indicated that she would take it up and I would appreciate 
a response be provided. The Leader of the House may recall that the problem was that I had asked the question to 
the minister about information only she could know, and the response came back for me to go to the Public Sector 
Commissioner. 

Hon Sue Ellery: I do my very best to respond. I hate to break it to you, because I know you’re feeling annoyed: 
you’re not always number one at the top my list of things to do, but I did give you that undertaking and I will 
follow it up. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: That is understood. I look forward to a response. My expectation is that that will be when 
we resume—of course we are not sitting next week—the week after next. The minister of course knows the answer 
to the question and there is no point in the minister referring us to the Public Sector Commissioner who could not 
possibly know the answer to the question, given that he was not at the meeting that the minister has told us only 
she and Emma White were present at. I look forward to an answer to that. 
While I am on my feet, and since the Leader of the House has been so accommodating, I draw to her attention that 
I have just received an email from her office at 4.58 pm that reads — 

Dear Member 
This is a courtesy email to advise you that the Hon Sue Ellery, Minister for Education and Training, will 
be in the South Metropolitan Region on Friday 25 August 2017. 
Should you have any queries please contact this office. 

Hon Sue Ellery: I followed the exact procedure that was applied to me. I would get the notifications between four 
and five. That is the exact process that was applied to me; I have applied exactly the same process back to you. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Madam President, what the Leader of the House says may well be the case. I do not doubt 
it for a moment, but I am sure that the Leader of the House, as a member for the South Metropolitan Region, like 
me, will understand how absurd it is to tell another member for the South Metropolitan Region that she will be in 
our region tomorrow. 
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Hon Sue Ellery: I am applying exactly the same timing that you applied to me—exactly. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Given that the minister resides in the South Metropolitan Region and, if I am not mistaken, 
has an electorate office in the South Metropolitan Region, I am very disappointed that I have not been receiving 
these emails since 11 March. 
Hon Sue Ellery: I know, because it was raised with me the other day. Who else was the letter sent to? 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: It was sent only to me. 
Several members interjected. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: I am happy to table it. 
Hon Sue Ellery: Let me have a look at it. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: We will leave it at that. The Leader of the House is being very accommodating, as usual, 
on a Thursday afternoon. 
Hon Sue Ellery: I make the point that it is exactly the same timing that was applied to me. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Sure, and if the standard was poor in the past, do not follow it. 
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